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I have 10+ years’ experience working to extract meaning from complex biological and behavior data 
and communicating results across a variety of platforms to diverse audiences.  

1) Academic Written Communication: 16 peer-reviewed publications (11 first-author, 180+ citations) 

2) Oral Communication: Powerpoint presentations at leading scientific conferences (n=3), academic 
institutions (n=5), local Science Clubs, and Vanderbilt IP commercialization plan pitch (TVC, see below), 
Guest Lectures in 3 different Vanderbilt Courses (200 total enrolled students) 

3) Website design and implementation skills: Personal & Vanderbilt Postdoctoral Association Websites 
4) Social Media Communication: Brain Twitter Conference participant   
5) General Audience Writing: Self-published articles on scientific topics; contributing writer (see below) 

 

Education  
2014 Doctor of Philosophy, Neurobiology                               2008 Bachelor of Science, Neuroscience 

University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill                                         magna cum laude, Furman University, Greenville, SC 

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 

Contributing Writer, The POSTDOCket 

Written 7 profile pieces for this online newsletter of the National Postdoctoral Association. Examples 1, 2, 3, 4 

Contributing Writer, Health:Further Blog (Pieces focused on the biomedical science/healthcare industry) 

Contributing Writer, ScienTerrific Group (A global platform for communicating science) 

Contributing Writer, Results & Discussion Newsletter (Vanderbilt School of Medicine’s Biomedical Research 
Education & Training program’s bi-annual newsletter on new work/findings from Vanderbilt researchers) 
 

Postdoctoral Fellow, Department of Psychology 

Vanderbilt University, Nashville, TN, August 2014 - Present 

Responsible for data management, analysis of d-amphetamine (dAMPH) research projects involving PET imaging.  
• Worked with a computer programmer to create automated processes for data processing and analysis. 

Runner-up team, 2017 Vanderbilt Tech Venture Challenge (TVC)  

• Intellectual property pitch event (PathEx blood purification device) 

Graduate Research Assistant, Neurobiology Curriculum 

University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, August 2008 - May 2014 

Dissertation focused on delay discounting behavioral as a potential intermediate phenotype for alcohol use disorders.  

• Behavioral genetic and fMRI imaging studies. 
 

LEADERSHIP, TEAMWORK, & SERVICE 

Junior Co-Chair/Vice President (2017-18) & Treasurer (2016-17) Vanderbilt Postdoctoral Association (VPA)  

• Oversaw $20,000 budget for organization serving 550+ postdocs 

• Assisted in implementation of new programming to reach postdocs: over 500 attended 15+ events most recently in 2017-18 
 

Collaborated with 12 distinct research groups (PhDs, MDs) from UC Berkley, Yale, U of Chicago, U of Colorado, UNC, and 
Vanderbilt to pursue work relevant to aging, drug addiction, & Parkinson’s Disease 
 

Mentoring: overseen 22+ students conducting independent research at Vanderbilt & UNC 

Other volunteer service: 2018 Vanderbilt 3-Minute Thesis Competition Judge coordination, Fisk-Vanderbilt Bridge Mentor 
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6. Smith CT, Weafer J, Cowan RL, Kessler RM, Palmer AA, de Wit H, Zald DH (2016). Individual differences in timing 
of peak positive subjective responses to d-amphetamine: Relationship to pharmacokinetics and physiology. Journal 
of Psychopharmacology, 30 (4), 330-343. PMCID: PMC5049703 
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and reward sensitivity in intertemporal choice by striatal and midbrain dopamine in healthy adults. Journal of 
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